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the north is a rolling plain consisting of a continuation of the forma-
tions of the Paris Basin. Here the fertile limestone soil and the mild
marine climate are responsible for prosperous agricultural communities.
In the northwest are an important dairying section and many vineyards.
Cognac, one of the most famous liqueurs of France, is manufactured in
this district. To the east the country rises in a scries ofj>lateaus,
which are really outlying portions of the central plateau. These are
formed of porous limestone, and the surface is consequently dry. The
valleys in this section produce wheat, tobacco and corn; vineyards cover
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the lower slopes, and the surface of the plateau is used for sheep
grazing.

In the south is a great alluvial fan of material eroded from the
Pyrenees. This is known as Le Lannemezan, and is the heart of ancient
Gascony. It is a land of sand, gravel and boulders, and is of but slight
value for arable farming, except for the alluvial soil of the valleys.
The fan is deeply dissected, making transportation difficult and isolat-
ing important areas.

Between the northern and southern sections is the narrow valley
of the Garonne. The river itself is variable, carries large amounts of
sediment, and is subject to disastrous floods. However, the valley soils
are very fertile, and cornfields and vineyards occupy much of the